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S  I  R, 


fT^HAT  I  may  perform  the 
I  promife,  which  fo  long  ago 
-®“  I  made  you,  I  fhall  now 
prefent  you  with  an  account  of  the 
fuccefs  which  hath  attended  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Agaric  in  town : 
And  this  I  fhall  do,  not  only  from 
my  own  obfervation,  but  alfo  from 
that  of  others,  whofe  judgment  and 
veracity  you  may  depend  on.  And 
altho’  I  do  not  pretend  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  every  ingenious  performance, 
which  hath  been  already  publifhed 
on  this  fubjeft ;  yet,  as  I  (hall  relate 
nothing  but  fafts,  I  apprehend  the 
following  obfervations  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  your  information.  And, 
indeed,  you  fhould  have  heard  fooner 
from  me,  had  I  not  entertained  fome 
hopes  of  feeing  a  further  account  of 

B  Mr, 


Mr.  Warner’s  fuccefs  in  the  ufe  of 
the  Agaric :  His  firft  applications,  it 
feems,  anfwered  in  every  refpect ; 
and  he  was  pleafed  to  inform  the 
public,  very  foon,  with  his  fuccefs: 
This  raifed  the  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  of  every  practitioner ;  and  1 
am  not  furprized  you  fhould  be  fo 
delirous  of  knowing  what  has  been 

O 

further  done  in  this  affair  :  But,  alas  1 
how  great  muft  your  difappointment 
be,  when  I  tell  you,  that  it  is  uni- 
verfally  rejected  ;  and  that,  after  re¬ 
peated  and  numberlefs  trials,  it  is 
now  entirely  laid  afide,  as  altogether 
infufficient  and  unfafe  ?  This  is  very 
well  known  to  all  the  furgeons  in 
town;  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  the 
fame  hand  which  had  given  the 
Agaric  a  reputation  it  did  not  de¬ 
fer  ve,  would  have  been  fo  kind  as 
to  favour  the  world  with  the  many 
reafons  which  muft,  long  before 
now,  have  convinced  him  how  little 
dependance  can  be  placed  on  this 

pre- 
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pretended  ftyptic,  and  how  often, 
indeed,  he  has  been  obliged  to  lay 
it  afide,  and  apply  to  the  ligature. 

In  order ,  therefore,  that  you  may 
be  acquainted  how  the  Agaric  came 
to  be  ufed  in  England,  and  when  it 
was  firfl  introduced,  as  a  fpecific 
in  flopping  violent  haemorrhages, 
after  amputation  ;  you  mull  know 
that  at  Paris  all  encouragement  is 
given,  and  all  relpedt  is  paid,  by 
that  worthy  fociety  the  academy  of 
burgeons,  to  any  gentleman  of  the 
faculty  who  propoles  a  new  dilco- 
very  ;  whether  the  gentleman  pro- 
poling  it  be  a  member  of  the  aca¬ 
demy,  or  not;  a  native  or  a  fo¬ 
reigner.  That,  on  all  fuch  occafions, 
a  deputation,  or  a  leledt  committee, 
is  immediately  appointed  by  the  a- 
cademy,  to  make  what  inquiries 
and  experiments  they  think  fit,  and 
report  the  refult  of  them  ;  and  that 
this  was  the  method  in  which  they 
proceeded  with  refpect  to  the  Agaric, 
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whofe  virtues,  or  ftyptical  qualities, 
monfieur  BrofTard,  of  Berry,  had 
aver  d.  It  was  firft  tried,  and  that 
with  fuccefs,  in  the  year  1750, 
upon  an  adult  patient,  at  the  hofpi- 
tal  of  the  Invalids,  after  an  ampu¬ 
tation  of  the  leg.  It  was  next  tried 
at  the  hofpital  of  the  Charity,  in 
the  prefence  of  monfieur  Faget, 
the  fenior  furgeon,  upon  two  per- 
fons  who  had  been  overrun  by  a 
waggon,  and  who  had  each  of  them 
one  leg  crufh’d  in  a  miferable  man¬ 
ner.  Amputation  was  perform’d 
upon  both  thefe  patients,  in  the 
prefence  of  monfieur  BrofTard.  A 
fuccefs,  equal  to  the  former,  at¬ 
tended  thefe  laft  operations  ;  yet 
both  the  patients  died,  the  firft  on 
the  fifth  the  other  on  the  ninth  day, 
tho’  without  any  hemorrhage.  The 
next  accurate  obferver  after  mon¬ 
fieur  Faget  was  the  celebrated  mon¬ 
fieur  Morand,  who  made  trial  of 
the  Agaric,  with  equal  fafety  in  the 
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cafe  of  a  fmaller  wound  ;  a  wound 
occafioned  by  the  point  of  a  fword, 
in  the  bending  of  the  arm.  Thefe 
events  appearing  fo  much  to  favour 
the  floptical  energy  of  the  Agaric, 
raifed  our  expectations  fo  high  that 
every  body,  I  believe,  at  that  time, 
began  to  think,  and  I  own  I  was 
one  of  the  number,  that  we  fhould 
fcarcely  ever  again  have  any  occa- 
iion  for  the  ligature. 

Thus  the  Agaric  came  firft  into 
vogue  ;  and  the  difcoverer  of  it, 
jnonfieur  Broffard,  having  acquitted 
himfelf  to  the  iatisfaCtion  of  the 
academy,  was  handfomely  reward¬ 
ed  by  the  king. 

Since  thefe  firft  trials,  we  have  like- 
wife  been  favoured  in  the  Philofophi- 
calTranfadtions,  with  the  extracts  of 
two  letters  of  Mr.  James  Latterman, 
a  ftudent  in  phyfic  and  furgery  at 
Paris,  to  his  friend  Dr.  Schlofter  in 
London,  dated  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary,  1755,  giving  an  account  of 
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the  prodigious  and  never-failing  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  A  garic,  in  all  the  cafe 
where  it  had  been  applied,  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  and  la  Charite  holpi- 
tals ;  but  as  he  omits  to  mark  the 
age,  conftitution,  or  particular  fymp- 
toms  of  the  fubjeds,  his  account 
mull  be  very  unfatisfadory  to  all 
thofe  who  would  form  an  exad  judg¬ 
ment  of  this  matter.  And  indeed 
as  he  is  fo  incorred  in  his  deicrip- 
tions,  and  fo  very  fanguine  in  his 
aflertions,  I  fhould  naturally  be  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  he  reprelents 
things  rather  as  he  would  wifh  them 
to  be,  than  as  they  really  are;  and 
this  I  have  the  more  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  as  a  gentleman  who  lately 
came  from  Paris  informed  me,  that 
the  Agaric  has  entirely  loft  its  re¬ 
putation  there,  not  only  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  hofpitals,  but  likewife  all  over 
the  kingdom,  on  account  of  its  ex¬ 
perienced  infufficiency  :  and  I  am 
greatly  ftrengthened  in  this  opinion 

by 
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by  the  difcredit  it  has  fo  defervedly 
fallen  into  with  us. 

Having  thus  fhortly  dated  the 
progrefs  of  this  affair  in  Paris,  I 
fhall  now  lay  before  you  what  hath 
happened  in  town. 

The  experiments  performed  by 
our  own  countryman,  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Warner,  having  contributed  no 
lefs  to  fpread  the  fame  of  this  new 
ftyptic  here,  than  thofe  of  mefiieurs 
Faget  and  Morand,  already  recount¬ 
ed,  had  formerly  done  to  give  it 
vogue  in  France,  I  will  lay  before 
you,  in  his  own  words  almoft,  the 
date  in  which  lie  found  thofe  pa¬ 
tients  unto  whom  he  fo  fuccefsfully 
applied  the  Agaric. 

Mr.  Warner’s  fird  cafe  is  of  a  patient 
aged  fifty  one,  who  had  been  long  af¬ 
flicted  with  an  ulcer  in  his  leg,  which  at 
length  became  fb  general  (occafioned 
by  an  impoverifliment  of  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood,  and  a  conflant  flow 
fever  with  which  he  had  been  for 
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fome  time  afflicted)  as  to  deftroy  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  tendons  and 
mufcles,  from  the  calf  of  the  leg 
down  to  the  ancle.  The  difcharge 
from  the  wound  had  been  for  fome 
weeks  fo  exceffive,  as  to  reduce  him 
to  the  greateft  extremity,  and  the 
whole  fubftances  of  the  tibia  and 
fibula  appeared  quite  rotten  for  a 
confiderable  length. 

The  fecond  cafe  is  of  a  very  lufty 
woman,  thirty-eight  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  afflicted  for  fome 
time  with  a  difeafed  bread:,  which 
at  length  became  cancerous.  The 
balls  of  the  bread:  v/as  much  larger 
than  common,  and  was  complicated 
with  a  confiderable  fchirrous  knot, 
which  extended  to  the  arm-pit. 

Cale  the  third  is  of  a  boy  aged 
twelve  years,  who  was  admitted  into 
the  hofpital,  with  a  complaint  in 
one  of  his  ancles,  and  feet,  with 
which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  fome 
time,  the  difeafe  was  an  abfcefs  in 
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the  joint  of  his  ancle,  and  he  had 
another  abfcefs  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  fame  foot,  which  had  difcharg- 
ed,  and  continued  to  difcharge,  fo 
much  as  to  wafte  his  whole  limb, 
to  bring  on  an  heffic  fever,  and  to 
render  him  incapable  of  putting  his 
foot  to  the  ground,  without  giving 
exceffive  pain  ;  he  had  very  little 
appetite  ;  and  the  ligaments  of  the 
ancle  and  foot,  as  well  as  the  bones* 
were  much  enlarged,  and  became 

O  J 

carious. 

Cafe  the  fourth,  is  of  a  man, 
aged  fifty-four,  who  was  admitted 
into  the  hofpital  with  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  in  his  foot  ;  which,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  means  uled  in  phy- 
fic  and  furgery,  for  his  relief,  con- 
tinued  to  advance,  till  it  extended 
to  about  two  inches  above  the 
joint  of  the  ancle,  where  at  length 
it  flopped ,  after  having  deftroyed 
all  the  tendons,  ligaments,  and  pe- 
riofteum,  which  belong  to  the  neigh- 

G  bouring 
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bouring  parts.  The  patient  was  of  a 
very  bad  habit  of  body,  his  coun¬ 
tenance  was  fallow,  his  pulfe  quick 
and  languid  ;  he  was  in  a  very  weak 
ftate,  and  his  whole  mafs  of  blood 
greatly  impoverifhed  :  he  at  the. 
fame  time  had  a  mortification  in  the 
other  foot,  which  deprived  him  of 
all  his  toes ;  when  the  mortification 
was  feparated,  and  his  habit  of  bo¬ 
dy  improved,  by  proper  medicines 
and  time,  the  amputation  of  the 
limb  was  advifed,  and  he  confented 
to  it. 

The  fifth,  and  laft  cafe,  is  of  a 
young  man,  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  who  was  admitted  into  the  ho- 
fpital  on  account  of  a  difeale  in  his 
left  foot  :  the  part  was  much  en¬ 
larged  and  inflamed  ;  he  had  a  fe¬ 
ver  ;  and  there  was  a  confiderable 
colledion  of  matter,  which  pointed 
on  the  upper  and  outer  part  of  the 
foot,  betwixt  the  extremities  of  the 
tibia  and  fibula :  the  tumour  was 

opened 
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opened  by  a  cauftic,  and  diicharged 
about  a  quart  of  very  foetid  matter. 
There  was  a  fecond  abfcefs  formed 
on  the  infide  of  the  leg  under  the 
tendo  achillis,  which  was  opened 
by  incifion.  The  diforder  had  been 
about  fix  teen  months  ftanding,  and 
took  its  rife  irom  a  drained  ancle, 
which  was  immediately  fucceeded 
with  confiderable  pain  and  fwelling  ; 
but  by  reft,  and  the  application  of 
warm  vinegar  to  the  part,  thele 
fymptoms  were  foon  removed,  and 
he  continued  ealy,  and  perfectly  well 
for  a  few  weeks,  when  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  drain  the  fame  ancle 
again.  From  the  moment  ol  the 
fecond  accident  he  became  lame, 
his  ancle  and  foot  fwelled,  and  his 
diforder  increafed,  for  two  months  : 
in  this  fituation  he  put  himfelf  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  an  eminent  furgeon. 
The  humour  terminated  in  an  ab¬ 
fcefs,  and  was  opened  by  incifion. 
This  collection  of  matter  was  fuc- 

C  2  ceeded 


ceeded  by  feveral  others,  which 
were  opened  in  the  fame  planner. 

The  wounds  were  cured  in  about 
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eighteen  weeks,  and  the  patient  was 
reftored  to  the  perfect  ufe  and  mo¬ 
tion  of  his  foot  :  he  continued 
quite  well  for  fix  months,  when 
on  a  fudden  the  foot  became  pain¬ 
ful,  and  fwelled  again,  without  any 
previous  accident ;  and  foon  after¬ 
wards  one  of  the  former  wounds 
broke  out,  from  whence  there  arofe 
a  confiderable  fungus.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  difeafe,  the  leg  was 
become  wafted,  he  was  incapable 
of  putting  his  foot  to  the  ground, 
he  refted  very  little,  his  appetite 
was  bad,  his  pulfe  quick  and  low  ; 
the  whole  ancle  and  foot  were  great¬ 
ly  enlarged.  From  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  all  attempts  to  relieve 
him  having  failed,  it  was  judged 
advifeable  to  amputate  the  limb. 

I  have  recited  the  above  cafes  in 
Mr.  Warner’s  own  words,  and  all 

the 
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the  fubje<£ts  of  them  were  reduced, 
you  may  perceive,  to  the  loweft  ex¬ 
tremity  ;  and  confequently  in  a 
ft  ate  where  danger  from  an  hemor¬ 
rhage  was  not  to  be  much  appre¬ 
hended,  even  altho’  no  other  ap¬ 
plication  had  been  made  than  that 
of  dry  lint  and  flour ;  but  hot  ol. 
terebinth,  would  have  been  abun¬ 
dantly  fufficient,  in  the  above  cafes, 
to  have  prevented  any  returning  ef¬ 
flux  of  blood,  from  fuch  exhaufted 
ftumps.  And  as  to  the  particular 
cafe  of  the  breaft,  let  me  obferve, 
that  breafts  often  do  well  without 
any  other  fecurity  than  the  common 
drefling.  It  is  not  uncommon,  af¬ 
ter  the  extirpation  of  a  breaft,  of 
whatever  dimenfton,  to  meet  with 
a  profufe  hemorrhage  at  firft,  which 
in  a  few  moments  ceafes  of  itfelf, 
and  that  before  fo  much  as  any  one 
veflel  has  been  properly  fecured. 
The  largeft  breaft  I  ever  faw  am¬ 
putated  bled  very  freely  during 
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the  operation,  but  ceafed  before  that 
was  quite  finifhed,  fo  as  to  give  the 
furgeon  no  trouble  of  taking  up  any 
veffel ;  nor  was  there  the  leaft  bleed¬ 
ing  afterward.  This  indeed,  in  fo 
large  a  bread:,  was  a  rare  circum- 
ftance  ;  haemorrhages  frequently  en- 
fuing  upon  the  fymptomatic  fever. 
For  which  reafon  I  would  not  ad- 
vife  any  one,  who  hath  the  needle 
in  his  power  for  fecuring  the  mi¬ 
nuted:  artery,  to  confide  in  a  treat¬ 
ment  fo  hazardous  as  the  above ; 
for  you  never  can,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
anfwer  to  yourfelf  for  the  confe- 
quences  of  your  conduit,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  fymptomatic 
fever. 

And  altho’  Mr.  Warner,  in  the 
already-mentioned  cafes,  had  all  the 
fuccefs  he  could  defire  with  the  A- 
garic  ;  yet  this  can  never,  in  my 
opinion,  fufficiently  warrant  him  to 
depend  only  on  that  way  of  fecuring 
the  vefiels,  efpecially  in  fubjedts  dif- 
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ferently  difpofed  and  constituted : 
Should  an  accident  happen,  for  in¬ 
stance,  to  one  in  the  Summer-time, 
whofe  habit  was  grofs,  and  whom 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  am¬ 
putate  above  the  knee  ;  would  it 
je  prudent,  do  you  think,  to  trail 
to  the  Agaric  of  the  oak,  or  to  any 
other  ftyptic,  to  prevent  the  femoral 
artery  from  bleeding  again  ?  No,  I 
am  perfuaded  you  would  adt  in 
a  different  manner,  and  not  run  the 
rifk  of  your  patient’s  life  and  of 
your  own  reputation  :  and  indeed 
in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  according  to 
my  information  from  a  gentleman, 
whofe  veracity  is  unquestionable,  one 
of  the  greateft  advocates  for  the  A- 
garic,  whofe  name  I  Shall  not  men¬ 
tion,  has  been  obliged,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  never-failing  fuceefs,  as 
he  fays,  in  the  ufe  of  the  Agaric, 
to  take  off  the  dreflings  and  fecure 
all  the  blood  veffels,  with  a  needle 
and  ligature, 
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May  I  not  then  urge  in  behalf 

of  the  old  method,  and  without 

offending  any-body,  that  few  fur- 

geons  in  the  country  or  on  board  of 

fhips  of  war,  or  any  where  elfe  but 

in  the  public  hofpitals,  have  that  af- 

fiftance  which  is  requifite,  to  the 

ulxng  of  Agaric  with  fafety  and  fuc- 

cefs.  And  altho’  it  is  not  likely  to 

do  any  harm  in  hands  fo  careful, 

and  fo  prudent,  as  thofe  of  mon- 

fieur  Faget,  and  Mr.  Warner  ;  yet 

were  every  operator  to  depend  on 

the  efficacy  of  this  ffyptic  as  an  ab- 

folute  fecurity  againft  any  future 

bleeding,  muft  not  innumerable 

lives  be  facrificedi  and  the  honour 

3 

of  the  profeffion  ruined  ?  Mr.  War¬ 
ner  thinks  it  probable  that  the  A- 
garic  may  be  alfo  advantageoufly 
ufed  in  flopping  the  bleeding  from 
thofe  veffels  which  are  divided  in  the 
lateral  operation,  for  the  ftone,  as 
well  as  the  bleeding  from  any  other 
wounded  veffel,  which  from  their 
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deep  fituation  cannot  be  fecured  with 
the  ligature. 

Happy  it  were,  if  he  could  oblige 
the  public  with  an  account  of  his 
fuccefs  in  fuch  cafes.  I  once  faw  an 
eminent  sfurgeon  cut  a  man  for  the 
hone,  whofe  veffels  bled  copioufly 
on  the  outfide,  all  of  which  were 
well  fecured  by  ligature,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  foon  put  to  bed  ;  but  in  a  few 
hours  the  patient  became  faint,  and 
died.  He  had  funk  under  an  hae¬ 
morrhage  ;  tho’  we  perceived  it  not, 
till  his  body  was  opened ;  there  be¬ 
ing  no  appearance  of  any  blood  ex¬ 
ternally.  I  fufpedt  the  cutting  gor¬ 
get  had  divided  a  confiderable  rami¬ 
fication,  in  palling  into  the  bladder : 
for  we  found  a  great  quantity  of  gru- 
mous  blood  there.  Quere,  whether 
Mr.  Warner  applies  the  Agaric  on 
all  the  patients  he  cuts  for  the  hone, 
as  it  was  impoflible  in  the  above 
cafe,  and  indeed  muh  be  fo  in  every 
one,  to  judge  whether  there  was  or 

D  would 
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would  be  an  internal  hemorrhage, 
or  not  ?  And  now,  as  I  am  on  the 
fybjed  of  internal  hemorrhages, 
give  me  leave  to  make  a  fmall  di- 
greffion,  on  two  extraordinary  cafes 
of  this  nature,  which  have  made  no. 
little  ncife  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
A  young  gentleman, who  lived  not 
far  from  Spital- fields,  had  been  fomq 
years  afflicted  with  a  flight  hernia : 
but  being  of  a  very  modeft  difpofi- 
tion,  and  unwilling  to  difeover  his 
infirmity,  was  afraid  to  confult  any 
gentleman  of  note.  At  laft,  how¬ 
ever,  the  youth,  when  juft  going  to 
be  married,  refleded  on  the  expe¬ 
diency  o|  having  feme  ipeedy  reme¬ 
dy  applied  to  his  diforder.  In  queft 
of  this  he  run  over  the  news-papers, 
where  infallible  praditioners  ehari- 
tably  advertife  their  never-failing 
medicines,  and  boaft  their  certain 
and  fpeedy  cures,  The  young  gen¬ 
tleman  had  money ;  and,  where  that 
is  the  cafe,  a  private  affair  turns  of¬ 
ten 
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ten  to  fpecial  account  in  the  hands 
of  thefe  men  of.  induftry  ;  though 
this  gentleman’s  malady  was  only  a 
fmall  returnable  hernia,  yet  an  ope¬ 
ration,  as  for  a  matter  of  a  far  more 
dangerous  nature,  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  produce  a  fee  adequate  to 
the  pretended  extraordinary  benefits, 
which  were  to  be  the  refult  of  it. 
The  patient  had  an  intire  confidence 
in  the  fkill  and  integrity  of  his  fur- 
geon  ;  and  was  particularly  charmed 
with  the  circumftance  of  his  doing 
every  thing  alone,  without  any  af- 
fiftant  or  witnefs.  In  this  manner 
therefore,  was  the  operation  per¬ 
formed,  as  for  a  bubonocele.  The 
unhappy  victim,  an  hour  afterwards, 
fent  for  a  friend,  who,  upon  viewing 
the  condition  he  was  in,  arid  the  oc- 
cafion  of  it,  honeftly  told  him,  he 
had  played  the  fool  with  himfelfi 
This  was  too  true  ;  for  in  fix  hours 
afterwards  he  died.  Next  day  our 
operator  came,  attended  only  by  ait 

D  2  intimate 


intimate  of  his  own,  to  open  him. 
The  friends  of  the  deceafed  how¬ 
ever,  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  ac¬ 
count  thefe  perfons  gave  of  the  cafe, 
prudently  called  in  a  furgeon  of  real 
judgment  and  honour,  to  infpedt 
the  body  ;  who  found  that  an  ope¬ 
ration  for  the  bubonocele  had  been 
really  performed.  A  portion  of  the 
omentum  had  been  taken  away,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  extravafated 
blood  was  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab¬ 
domen.  This  laft  circumftance  was 
occafioned,  1  fuppofe,  by  a  divilion 
of  the  epigaftric  artery;  which  fome 
authors  feem  to  apprehend  no  dan¬ 
ger  from,  in  this  operation,  tho’  I 
mull  own  I  cannot  help  viewing  it 
in  another  light. 

The  fecond,  which  happened  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town,  was  ai¬ 
med  parallel  to  this  in  every  cir- 
cumfcance  ;  the  fubjedt  was  healthy 
and  Phong,  the  cafe  a  flight  hernia 
like  the  firft and,  what  is  mod 
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(hocking  to  relate,  the  fame  unfeel¬ 
ing  operator  performed  the  fame  un~ 
neceffary  operation  upon  him  ;  and, 
as  it  was  natural  to  expedt,  with  no 
better  fuccefs. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  help 
expreffing  the  fenfe  I  have  of  thofe 
obligations,  which,  not  only  the  ho¬ 
ned:  practitioners  of  furgery,  but  the 
public  in  general  lie  under,  to  Mef- 
lieurs  Serjeants  Ranby  and  Hawkins, 
for  what  they  have  done,  and  what 
they  have  fuffered  in  endeavouring 
to  maintain  the  honour  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  and  in  refcuing  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-fubjedts  from  imminent 
dangers ;  yet  their  efforts  in  lo  lau¬ 
dable  an  undertaking  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  a  circumftance  fo  par¬ 
ticularly  injurious  to  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  that  an  honeft  man  can¬ 
not  refledt  on  it  without  wonder  and 
indignation.  And,  is  it  not  alarm¬ 
ing,  is  it  not  fhameful,  that  fo  ma¬ 
ny  fwarmrs  of  pretenders  to  chimeri¬ 
cal 
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cal  noftrums  and  cures,  fhould  itl 
fuch  a  city  as  this,  and  among  lb 
intelligent  a  people,  find  fo  much 
encouragement ;  men  in  authority 
patronize  them,  and  all  ranks  fly  to 
them,  for  what  no  man  of  real  {kill 
and  reputation  can  undertake  to  do ; 
yet  thefe  creatures,  who  promife  e- 
very  thing,  do  in  reality  perform  no¬ 
thing  but  the  certain  ruin  and  de- 
ftrudion  of  thofe,  who  put  any 
confidence  in  the  vaunts  of  fuch 
impudent  boafters.  Of  late  the 
Bougie  is  rifen  into  vogue,  and  is 
like  to  employ  as  many  venders 
fhortly  as  the  court  or  lady’s  plaften 
All  the  diforders  of  the  urethra  are 
to  fly  before  it.  But  what  mifchiefs 
may  it  not  occafion,  in  injudicious 
hands  ?  Would  thofe  who  unhappi¬ 
ly  place  their  refuge  in  vain  preten¬ 
ders,  apply  to  men  of  character  in 
the  profeflion,  many  a  painful  ope¬ 
ration  would  be  avoided,  and  many 
an  individual  faved  from  death,  who, 

as 
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as  matters  are  now  conducted,  perifh 
by  their  own  folly.  • 

But,  to  return  to  our  fubie<ft,  our 
friend  Mr.  Mafon  is,  as  far  as  I  know, 
the  only  perfon  in  this  town  befide 
Mr.  Warner,  who  has  appeared  an 
advocate  for  the  Agaric,  in  ieveral 
paffages  of  his  pamphlet,  entitled, 
‘  Extracts  from  an  old  Treatife  of 

*  Surgery,  &c.’  which  he  publifhed 
foon  after  this  fuppofed  ltyptic  was 
introduced  amongft  us.  One  of 
thofe  paffages  I  fhall  quote,  after  in¬ 
timating  that  the  book,  from  which 
he  has  taken  his  extracts,  was  writen 
by  Felix  Wartz,  a  furgeon  at  BafiJ, 
in  Switzerland.  As  there  is  a  tranf- 
lation  of  this  old  author  into  French, 

*  It  is  not  unlikely,  fays  Mr.  Mafon, 

*  Monlieur  Broffard  took  the  hint 
‘  from  him  of  uling  and  extending 
4  the  application  of  thefe  kind  of 
6  fubftances  to  thofe  great  and  for- 

O 

4  tunate  inftanccs  he  has  done;  an 

5  event  which  mu  ft  procure  him  the 
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*  greateft  praife,  as  it  is  fubftituting 
45  a  very  tender,  in  the  room  of  a 
‘  very  painful  method,  and  which 

*  humanity  could  only  have  wilhed, 
e  but  not  have  expected.’  This 
paffage  alone  is  fufficient,  I  think, 
to  prove  that  Mr.  Mafon,  had  then 
a  great  opinion  of  the  Agaric,  or 
Monfieur  Broffard’s  fungus  ;  but  I 

.  O 

have  unce  that  time  been  fo  often 
prefent  with  him  where  the  Agaric 
has  been  ineffectually  ufed,  that  I 
am  certain  he  is  now  fully  convinced 
of  its  infufficiency  ;  and  is  too  pru¬ 
dent  a  furgeon  to  truft  to  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  this  or  that  ftyptic,  to  fe- 
cure  any  large  blood  veffel  after  any 
of  the  capital  operations ;  ffjch,  for 
inftance  as  amputating  above  or  be¬ 
low  the  knee,  or  taking  an  arm  off 
at  the  articulation  of  the  fcapula. 
Should  we,  in  thele  cafes,  take  up 
the  larger  veffel  s,  and  leave  only 
the  minuter  arteries  to  be  fee u red  by 
the  Agaric ;  thele  fmaller  veffels 

might 


[  25  ] 

might  become  fo  dilated,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  lymptomatic 
fever,  that  the  preffure  of  the  Agaric, 
or  its  floptical  (qualities,  whatever 
they  may  be,  would  not  prove  fuffi- 
cient  to  flop  fuch  a  profufe  haemor¬ 
rhage,  For  we  know  that  violent 
bleeding  may  be,  and  often  is,  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  overlooking  or  neglecting 
an  artery  fo  very  fmall  that  it  did 
not  bleed,  or  even  perhaps  at  firft 
appear.  This  Haemorrhage,  after 
dreffing,  is  a  circumftance  fo  very 
dreadful  to  the  patient,  and  fo  trou— 
blefome  to  the  operator,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  hazarded,  I  have  alfo 
feen  meffieurs  Ford  and  Thornhill’s 
letters  on  this  fubjedt,  publifhed  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions ;  Mr. 
Ford,  who  has  made  ufe  of  the  A- 
garic,  candidly  attributes  its  fuccefs 
to  its  texture,  rather  than  to  any 
ftypticity  in  it ;  and  gives  an  inftance 
of  his  ufing  the  fungus  vinofus*  in- 

flead 

*  is  to  be  met  with  on  old  cafks  in  wine 

E  vaults  § 
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ftead  of  the  Agaric,  and  that  with  as 
much  fuccefs.  Here  then  we  fee  a 
fecond  fubftance  equal  in  merit  with 
the  Agaric  in  flopping  any  haemor¬ 
rhage  after  capital  operations. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  prudent 
men  will  certainly  be  very  cautious 
in  trufting  either  of  them  in  danger¬ 
ous  cafes.  Mr.  Thornhill  feems  to 
expect  great  affiftance  from  the  A- 
garic,  not  only  in  reftraining  of 
bleedings  from  the  arteries  after  an 
amputation,  but  likewife  in  flood¬ 
ings,  and  other  female  complaints, 
upon  its  being  injected  into  the  ute¬ 
rus  :  all  which  he  had  happily  ex¬ 
perienced.  But  with  the  utmoft  re- 
fpe£t  to  this  very  fanguine  gentle¬ 
man,  who  is  fo  warm  in  his  own  o- 
pinion  as  to  tax  with  a  narrow  felf- 
ijh  way  of  thinking  every  man  who 
differs  from  himy  I  hope  he  will 
give  me  leave  to  fuggefl,  that  hav¬ 
ing 

vaults  ;  and  could  we  get  fome  of  that  which  is 
on  the  Florence  cafks,  it  might  perhaps  anfwsr 
much  better. 
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ing  preconceived  a  favourable  opini¬ 
on  of  the  Agaric,  he  might  very- 
well  attribute  to  that  an  effed,  in  the 
female  cafe  efpecially,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  another  caufe. 

And  I  own  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive,  in  what  manner  this  A- 
garic  was  injeded  ;  for  as  the  moffc 
fanguine  advocates  of  this  iimple 
agree,  that  its  great  virtue  conflfts  in 
its  fpecific  texture,  they  muft  necef- 
farily  allow  that  it  cannot  be  dif- 
compounded  without  lofing  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  its  floptical  efficacy  :  how 
then  can  it  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 
effed  when  in  decodion,  iniufion, 
or  tindure  ?  And  I  hope  he  will 
likewife  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 
that  we  are  in  no  want  of  ftyptics  ; 
and  yet  I  believe  it  would  be  looked 
upon  as  a  dangerous  pradice  to  in- 
jed  any  of  them,  or  even  any  kind 
of  injedion  how  mild  foever,  into 
the  uterus  in  an  immoderate  flux  of 
the  menfes,  or  othervvife,  and  that 

E  Z  on 
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on  many  accounts.  If  there  is  a  fo¬ 
reign  body  in  the  uterus,  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  it  fhould  be  encouraged  ; 
and  there  is  no  occafion  for  any 
ftyptical  inje&ion,  where  the  delivery 
is  compleat  ;  nor  any  danger  of 
an  haemorrhage  after  the  foetus  and 
placenta  are  properly  extracted  ; 
for  the  womb,  by  its  own  natural 
contra&ion,  will  do  all  that  bufinefs 
of  itfelf,  without  any  foreign  aid. 
Appearances  fometimes,  efpecial ly  in 
matters  of  this  fort,  are  very  equivo¬ 
cal  ;  and  we  may  ealily  miftake  the 
caufes  and  efrect  of  things,  merely 
becaufe  thefe  happen  to  be  coincident. 
The  miller,  who  had  his  arm  torn 
off,  is  remembered  by  every  body  j 
,  more  confiderable  blood  veflels  were 
upon  that  occafion  ruptured,  than 
perhaps  in  any  cafe  whatever  taker* 
notice  of  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Agaric.  Bleedings  of  the  moft  pro- 
fufe  kind  might  have  been  expedited 
from  it ;  and  yet,  either  through  an 

extra-? 
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extraordinary  twifting  of  the  blood- 
veflels,  or  their  having  thrunk  more 
than  ufual  within  the  mufdes,  this 
almoft  unparallelied  wound  was  at¬ 
tended  with  a  very  inconflderable 
hsemorrahage,  nor  needed  any  other 
drefiing,  than  that  of  lint  and 
flour  aflifted  by  a  little  warm  ol. 
tereb.  But  had  the  Agaric  in  this 
inftance  chanced  to  have  been  ap¬ 
plied,  what,  honours  and  reputation 
would  it  not  have  gained  on  this 
occafion,  and  how  many  reafons 
might  not  a  fertile  brain  have  de¬ 
viled  to  account  for  this  great  and 
unheard-of  fanative  virtue  ? 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Andrews,  fur- 
geon  to  the  Duke,  informed  me,  that 
His  Royal  Highneis  hearing  of  the 
good  fuccefs  with  which  the  Agaric 
had  been  uled  in  one  cf  our  public 
hofpitals,  was  pleafed  to  order  fome 
trials  to  be  made  of  it  under  his  own 
infpedtion,  on  brute  fubjedts.  To  this 
end  fome  of  Mr.  Warner’s  Agaric 

was 
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was  procured,  that  being  deemed 
the  very  heft  fort ;  and  experiments 
were  carefully  made  with  it,  in  the 
Duke’s  prefence,  on  two  or  three 
colts,  which  had  been  docked  for  the 
purpofe.  Had  the  Agaric  fucceeded 
in  thefe  inftances,  where  the  divided 
arteries  were  few  and  fmall,  and 
where  it  mull  abfolutely  have  an- 
fwered  had  it  been  endued  with  any 
virtue  at  all ;  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
attentive  to  every  thing  in  any  way 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  man¬ 
kind,  deligned  fome  farther  experi¬ 
ments.  But,  as  an  abfolute  difap- 
pointment  attended  the  firfl  trial,  it 
was  in  vain  to  proceed  any  farther. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  obferve,  that 
were  the  Agaric  even  capable  of  fup- 
preffing  an  haemorrhage  in  a  horfe, 
yet  this  ought  hardly  to  induce  us 
to  expect  the  fame  effedt  from  it  on 
its  application  to  the  human  fpecies  ; 
for  the  arteries  of  a  horfe  are  more 
minute,  and  its  blood  more  gru- 
3  mous, 
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mous,  than  that  of  the  human 
body. 

We  likewife  fee,  that  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  academy  of  furgeons  at 
Paris  objeded  to  any  confequence 
being  drawn  from  the  good  effeds 
of  Agaric  on  brutes ;  because,  fay 
they,  in  many  animals,  as  in  dogs 
particularly,  the  great  arterties  flop 
of  their  own  accord ;  and  rarely 
any  dogs  die  from  an  haemorrhage, 
their  blood  being  more  difpofed  to 
congeal,  and  by  that  means  flops 
the  difcharge :  this  may  likewife 
be  faid  of  horfes.  And  furely  if  the 
Agaric  was  found  infufficient  to  flop 
the  bleeding  upon  docking,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  cafe  with  which 
our  farriers  do  it  every  day,  it  will 
follow,  that  the  Agaric  muff  have 
ftill  lefs  effed  upon  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  where  there  is  not  that  great 
and  natural  difpofition  to  healing, 
and  where  the  blood  is  generally 
more  attenuated,  and  the  arteries 
beat  much  ftronger.  The 
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The  advocates  for  Agaric  infi- 
nuate,  as  I  am  told,  that  it  is  pre¬ 
ventive  of  that  truely  terrible  fymp- 
tom,  the  locked  jaw ;  a  fymptom, 
which  they,  it  feems,  attribute  great¬ 
ly  to  the  ufe  of  the  needle  and  liga¬ 
ture.  Now,  tho’  a  locked  jaw  may 
be  fubfequent  to  the  ligature,  it  does 
not  follow  that  it  is  a  confequence 
of  it.  That  fatal  fymptom  appears 
on  feveral  other  occalions. 

.1  lately  had  a  man  under  my 
care,  for  a  flight  contufion  on  the 
exterior  ancle  j  who,  when  he  was 
fo  far  recovered  of  this  hurt  as  to  be 
able  to  go  out  of  the  hofpital,  was 
feized  with  this  diforder ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  affiftance  of  two 
eminent  phyficians,  died  of  it  the 
next  day.  I  have  known  it  enfue 
upon  flight  lacerations,  incifions, 
and  even  upon  a  burn.  Horfes  are 
very  liable  to  it,  efpecially  on  dock¬ 
ing  ;  as  I  have  been  informed  by  fe¬ 
veral  gentlemen,  who  loft  theirs  in 
that  manner.  Thefe, 
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Thele,  and  other  pretenfions  of 
the  like  kind  in  favour  of  the  Agaric, 
together  with  the  fuccefs  afcribed  to 
it  by  the  feveral  ingenious  gentle¬ 
men  already  named,  excited  the  pub¬ 
lic  attention,  and  engaged  many  of 
the  moft  Ikilful  furgeons  in  this 
city  to  have  recourfe  to  it.  But 
with  what  fuccefs  it  was  employed, 
I  leave  you  to  collect  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fads. 

The  firft  ingenious  gentleman, 
who  gave  it  a  fair  trial,  but  whofe 
name  I  have  not  leave  to  mention, 
tho’  the  cafe  be  known  to  moil  of 
the  faculty  in  town,  amputated  a 
woman’s  leg  in  one  of  our  public 
hofpitals,  and  finilhed  the  operation 
with  fome  of  that  Agaric,  which 
was  lent  as  a  fpecimen  to  the  Royal 
Society ;  the  patient  died  in  lefs 
than  fix  hours  after  the  application 
of  the  Agaric,  of  an  haemorrhage 
and  nothing  elfe. 
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Some  time  after,  a  lady  in  St. 
James’s-flreet,  had  a  fchirrous  breafl 
taken  off  by  the  fame  furgeon.  Of 
this  I  have  been  informed  by  the  gen¬ 
tleman  in  whofe  care  fhe  was  left.  A- 
garic  alone  was  ufed  as  the  means  of 
flopping  the  veffels ;  but  in  a  few 
hours  after  the  operator  had  left 
her,  a  violent  effufion  of  blood  fuc- 
ceeded,  which  could  not  be  effec¬ 
tually  flopped,  but  by  a&ually  fe- 
curing  the  veffels  with  the  needle 
and  ligature.  This  was  done  in  the 
operator’s  abfence,  and  before  he 
could  return  to  the  lady’s  affiflance  j 
and  fhe  was  perfectly  cured. 

In  two  amputations  I  faw,  one  a- 
bove,  and  the  other  below  the  knee, 
the  mufcles  were  fo  tender  from 
abfceffes,  that  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable  either  to  try  the  Agaric,  or 
to  ufe  the  adual  cautery  ;  but  as  the 
lafl  is  a  cruel  and  uncertain  method, 
for,  when  ufed,  it  only  yields  fecu- 
rity  for  a  few  days,  the  Agaric  was 

ap- 
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applied  ;  and  altho’  the  fame  pre¬ 
cautions  were  taken,  as  are  mention¬ 
ed  by  the  moft  fanguine  advocates 
for  this  fpecific,  both  the  patients 
died  of  an  haemorrhage. 

I  have  often  made  ufe  of  the  A- 
garic*,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs  (in 
imall  operations)  fuch  as  that  of  the 
temporal  artery  being  partly  divided, 
and  have  frequently  feen  my  brother 
furgeons,  after  amputating  fome  part 
of  the  extremities  of  a  human  bo¬ 
dy,  apply  the  Agaric  without  ob¬ 
taining  any  other  advantage,  than 
what  would  have  followed  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  fungus  vinofus, 

Fa  To 

*  Plenty  of  this  excrefcence  may  be  got  in  Eng¬ 
land,  efpecially  at  this  time,  when  oak  is  cut  down 
in  fuch  quantities  for  (hip-building.  I  had  lome 
very  fine  from  the  New  Foreft  in  Hampfhire, 
and  the  county  of  Suffex;  and  indeed  molt  other 
counties  fupply  enough  of  it,  and  as  good  as  can 
be  defired.  It  having  been  fuggefled,  that  our 
Britifh  Agaric  was  inferiour  in  virtue  to  the  fo¬ 
reign,  I  procured  Agaric  from  feveral  parts  a- 
broad,  but  can  difcern  no  fuperior  quality  in  the 
foreign. 
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To  obviate  the  objection,  that  the 
Agaric  which  I  ufed  or  faw  ufed, 
in  the  cafes  above-mentioned,  may 
not  have  been  equal  to  that  which 
other  gentlemen  ufed  in  fimilar  oc- 
calions  ;  let  me  lubjoin  a  cafe  or 
two  more. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Belcher,  one 
of  the  furgeons  of  Guy’s  Hofpital, 
gave  to  Mr,  Grindall,  one  of  the 
furgeons  of  the  London  Hofpital,  a 
quantity  of  what  has  been  allowed 
to  be  the  very  bed  Agaric ;  Mr. 
Grindall  put  it  to  as  fair  a  trial  as 
could  be  wifhed  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  favoured  me  with  fome  of  it 
to  ufe  on  a  poor  man,  who  now  lives, 
I  think,  with  Mr.  De'oonnaire,  at 
Bromley  by  Bow.  We  both  of  us 
daid,  with  our  refpedtive  patients, 
almod  a  whole  day,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  the  lead:  advantage  from  the 
Agaric  ;  the  ligature  was  afterwards 
Hied  to  both,  and  they  did  well. 

I 


I 
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I  have  often  feen  Mr.  Rifoliere 
and  Mr.  Thompfon,  both  furgeons 
to  the  London  Hofpital,  give  this 
fancied  fpecific  all  the  trials  any 
perfon  who  is  an  advocate  for  it 
could  delire,  and  that  without  the 
leaf!  benefit  to  the  patient. 

I  fhall  juft  mention  one  cafe  more, 
as  the  perfon  upon  whom  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  performed,  was  afterwards 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Paul,  an  emi¬ 
nent  furgeon  at  St.  Thomas’s.  This 
perfon,  who  was  a  patient  of  Mr. 
Chapman’s,  a  furgeon  at  Rotherhith, 
had  cut  himfelf  on  the  internal  ancle 
with  an  adze  ;  the  wound  had  been 
healed,  but  had  broke  out  again  ; 
with  this  remarkable  circumftance, 
that  during  twenty-four  hours,  be¬ 
fore  I  faw  him,  fuch  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  blood  had  been  loft  as 
reduced  him  very  low,  and  obliged 
the  furgeon  to  ufe  the  tourniquet.  A- 
garic  being  then  in  repute,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  requefted  me  to  try  whether 
T  that 
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that  would  effectually  flop  the  bleed¬ 
ing  ;  and,  having  feveral  forts  with 
me,  I  applied  what  I  thought  the 
beft :  I  ftaid  almoft  all  the  after¬ 
noon  with  him,-  without  perceiving 
any  fuccefs  from  it ;  before  I  took 
my  leave,  I  attempted  the  needle 
and  ligature,  hoping  by  that  means 
to  have  fecured  the  veffel,  but  was 
difappointed  :  for  when  I  came  to 
tie  the  parts,  they  were  fo  tender, 
that  they  would  not  bear  the  liga¬ 
ture.  This  method  failing,  I  had 
recourfe  to  warm  ol.  tereb.  with  lint, 
flour,  &c.  and  a  tight  bandage  to 
fecure  them  on ;  and,  for  fear  of 
any  accident,  I  put  on  the  tour¬ 
niquet,  before  I  took  my  leave,  ad- 
viftng  to  fend  the  patient,  when  able 
to  bear  the  fatigue  of  it,  to  the  near- 
eft  hofpital.  He  was  accordingly 
moved  to  St.  Thomas’s,  where,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  Mr.  Paul  aforefaid, 
he  was  perfectly  cured  ;  and,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  the  dreflings 

for- 
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formerly  applied  continued  on  for 
fome  days.  • 

Thefe  are  the  few  inftances  of  the 
fallibility  of  the  Agaric,  out  of  a 
great  many  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  which  I  thought  proper 
to  fend  you.  I  could  have  length¬ 
ened  this  letter  conliderably,  had  I 
defcended  to  relate  to  you  every  ar¬ 
tifice  which  has  been  ufed  to  fup- 
port  its  credit,  and  that  with  fo  great 
a  degree  of  partiality  that  I  decline 
the  mentioning  of  them,  left  it 
ftiould  be  thought  in  me  invidious 
and  reflecting  :  but  how  ungenerous 
was  this  proceeding,  in  thole  who 
were  willing  by  thefe  means  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  impofe  on  mankind,  I  leave 
you  to  judge  !  I  am  fenfible,  that 
what  I  have  often  faid  on  this  fub- 
jeCt  muft  naturally  have  drawn  on 
me  the  ill-will,  not  to  fay  the  ha¬ 
tred,  of  fome  people  ;  but,  as  I  de¬ 
fire  nothing  but  the  public  good, 
and  have  no  other  view  than  the 

fervice 
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fervice  of  my  country,  I  defire  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  this 
letter  to  all  your  phyfical  acquaint¬ 
ance  ;  nay,  even  to  print  it,  if  you 
pleafe  :  for  tho’  I  am  fenfible,  how 
unequal  I  am  to  appear  in  print,  yet 
as  I  fhudder  to  think  what  mifchief 
the  ufe  of  Agaric  may  be  productive 
of  in  practice,  and  how  many  brave 
people  may  lole  their  lives  merely 
on  its  account,  I  had  rather  be  cri- 
ticifed  for  want  of  ftyle  or  method, 
than  to  fit  tamely  ftill,  and  hear  of 
the  difafters  produced  by  the  depen- 
dance  on  this  generally  ineffedtual 
fimple  ;  and  hope,  that  fuch  as  may 
be  inclined  to  anfwer  this  letter,  and 
to  fupport  the  credit  of  ’Agaric  a- 
gainft  what  I  have  faid  to  leffen  it, 
will  be  fo  kind  to  allure  the  world, 
that  the  tourniquet  has  not  been 
continued  upon  the  flump  a  much 
greater  time  than  is  ufual  after  am¬ 
putation  ;  whether  even  the  flumps 
have  not  often  on  this  occafion,  not 

only 


t  41  ] 

Only  been  livid  but  alfo  partly  gan¬ 
grened,  to  the  no  fmall  addition  of 
pain  and  danger  to  the  patient :  whe¬ 
ther  partial  compreffes  have  not  been 
applied  and  tightly  bound  on  the 
courfe  of  the  artery,  as  far  as  could 
be  done,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ef¬ 
flux  of  blood,  and  whether  after  ail 
thefe  and  other  endeavours  they  have 
not  been  obliged  to  come  to  the 
ligature  at  laid  ?  I  will  not  fuppofe 
that  any  died  for  want  of  it ;  but  if 
the  operator  or  fome  fkilful  perfon 
was  not  at  hand,  it  muff  have  been 
the  natural  conlequence. 

Were  I  to  relate  every  inftance  of 
which  I  have  been  credibly  inform¬ 
ed,  wherein  many  others,  befides 
thofe  already  taken  notice  of,  have 
been  deceived  in  their  expectations 
from  the  agaric,  it  would  carry  me 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  a  letter. 

Had  the  virtue  of  this  flvptic  been 
adequate  to  our  firfl  fanguine  wifhes 

i  O* 
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and  hopes,  fure  I  am,  every  one  of 
the  profeSIion  would  have  rejoiced 
at  the  acquisition  of  fo  invaluable  a 
remedy,  and  adopted  moil  gladly 
fo  Secure  and  eaSy  a  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  their  patients,  in  (lead  of  the 
acutely  painful  one  of  the  needle 
and  ligature.  Moft  happy  Should 
I  in  particular  think  myfelf,  could 
I  find  out  a  way  of  flopping  ef¬ 
fectually  the  haemorrhage,  after  am¬ 
putation,  without  occafioning  that’ 
mifery,  which  attends  the  common- 
method  of  taking  up  the  veSTels. 

.  What  firll  determined  me  to  be 
more  particular  in  my  observations, 
in  relation  to  the  A  garic,  was  a  well- 
timed  pamphlet,  published  by  an 
ingenious  Surgeon  of  the  navy,  one 
Mr.  Henry  Parker,  who  lately  lived 
at  Sandwich  in  Kent and  who  at 
that  time,  tho’  he  candidly  acknow¬ 
ledges,  he  had  not  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  try  it,  earneflly  recom¬ 
mends' 
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mends  to  every  pra&itioner  to  be 
on  his  guard,  and  not  to  truft:  to 
this  new  remedy,  farther  than  .  was 
warranted  by-  undoubted  and  re¬ 
peated  obfervations.  Thefe  I  have 
carefully  made  ;  and  as  my  fitua- 
tion  gave  me  frequent  opportunities 
which  Mr.  Parker  had  not,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  publifh  them,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prove  from  fa£ts,  the  inef¬ 
ficiency  of  the  Agaric,  which  Mr. 
Parker,  from  his  great  knowledge 
of  the  human  ftrudhire,  and  of  me¬ 
dicines,  had  already,  with  fo  much 
judgment,  fufpedled.  My  opinion 
therefore  is,  that  tho’  the  Agaric 
may  have  fucceeded  fometimes,  yet 
this  fuccefs  cannot  fufficiently  war¬ 
rant  any  future  confidence  in  it,  as 
the  few  inftances  we  have  of  its  do¬ 
ing  any  fervice  was  on  fubje<5ts  whole 
conftitutions  were  much  impaired 
by  illnefs,  or  ulcers  of  long  Hand¬ 
ing  ;  fuch  as  were  thofe  whofe  cafes 
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«n*e  recorded  by  Mr.  Warner  ;  and, 
if  I  mifiake  not,  thofe  oi  Paris,  who 
muft  have  been  in  nearly  the  fame 
circumftances,  if  we  confider  the 
effeiis  which  the  Agaric  has  pro¬ 
duced  with  us  in  England.  And 
I  have  from  repeated  trials,  a  few 
of  which  I  have  given  you  as  above, 
been  fully  confirmed  in  this  opi¬ 
nion  and  convinced  of  its  infuffici- 
ency,  and  can  allure  you  that  if  an 
impartial  regifter  had  been  kept, 
wherever  it  was  ufed,  it  would 
clearly  appear  that  if  it  fucceeded 
once,  it  fail’d  at  leaf!  ten  times; 
and  that  with  this  melancholy  ag¬ 
gravation,  that  where  it  failed  it  ofi- 
ten  was  produdtive  of  death.  Why 
then,  fince  this  is  the  cafe,  is  it  not 
the  duty  of  every  one  who  is  ac-r 
quainted  with  thefe  fails  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  guard  the  public  againft  an 
over-weening  fondnefs  for  what  may 
on  fo  many  occafions  prove  fata!  ? 
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perfonal  regards  ought  furely  to  give 
place  in  a  point  of  fo  much  import¬ 
ance.  But  whilft  I  am  an  advocate  for 
the  needle  and  ligature,  and  againft 
trufting  to  the  Agaric  of  the  oak, 
or  any  other  ftyptical  fungus,  for  pre¬ 
venting  violent  bleedings  from  any 
conliderable  arteries ;  I  freely  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  in  applying  the  li¬ 
gature  feveral  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  occur  :  fuch  as  violent  pain 
at  the  firft  tying  of  the  veffels,  and 
abfceffes  occafioned  by  the  threads 
ufed  in  tying,  which  generally  re¬ 
tard  the  healing  of  the  ftump.  Yet 
were  there  an  accident  to  happen  to 


myfelf  in  perfect  health,  which  ob¬ 
liged  me  to  undergo  an  amputation 
above  or  below  the  knee  ;  I  would 
rather  fubmit  to  the  method  ufed  by 
the  people  on  the  African  coaft,  tho 
really  a  cruel  ^>ne,  than  truft  to  the 
Agaric  for  fecuringthe  blood-veffels. 

The  method  ufed  in  Africa  is  this : 

-  When 
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When  any  luch  operation  as  I  have 
mentioned  is  to  be  performed,  they 
take  a  fheep  or  a  goat,  and  ikin  it  ; 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  boiling  pitch 
is  alfo  prepared  and  let  near  the  o- 
perator,  and  when  he  has  divided 
the  mufcles  and  bones  of  the  limb 
to  be  lopt,  they  cut  off  rather  more 
of  the  Ikin  of  the  beaft  than  will 
cover  the  wound,  and  pouring  the 
boiling  pitch  upon  it,  inftantly  apply 
it  to  the  Hump  ;  and  there  it  con¬ 
tinues  till  all  is  well. 

This  is,  as  I  have  faid  already,  a 
very  cruel  method,  and  what,  by  no 
means,  I  would  recommend.  But 
were  not  the  ligature  to  be  had,  I 
repeat  it  again,  my  choice  would  be 
the  African  treatment,  rather  than 
the  Agaric  :  by  the  former  I  might, 
tho’  tormented,  recover  ;  but  the 
confequence  of  the  latter  might 
prove  inevitable  death. 

I  have  already  oblerved  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  letter,  and  hope  I 

lhal! 
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Hiall  be  excufed,  if  I  repeat  it  a- 
gain ;  that  as  the  good  fuceefs  which 
attended  the  firft  trials  of  the  A- 
garic  has  alone  been  publiihed  to 
the  world,  whereby  many  or  the  bur¬ 
geons  in  our  fleets  or  army  may  be 
induced  to  ufe  it  on  account  of  its 


g  a  more  tender  treatment, 
alfo  much  cafier,  and  of  greater  dif- 
patch,  than  the  ligature  in  the  hur¬ 
ry  of  action  ;  it  gave  me  not  a  little 
pain  to  fee  that  there  was  not  the 
fame  readinefs  in  acquainting  the 
public,  how  often  and  in  what  cafes 
the  Agaric  had  failed  :  and  yet  I 
appeal  to  you,  whether  it  was  not 
flridtly  the  duty  of  every  one  who 
had  by  any  means  helped  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  confidence  in  a  remedy  which 
he  was  now  convinced,  by  his  own 
experience,  it  no  longer  deferved, 
at  a  time  efpecially  when  fo  many 
thoufands  of  our  fellow-fubjecls  are 
daily  expofing  themfelves  to  every 

danger 
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danger  of  war,  for  the  good  and 
fafety  of  their  country,  and  confe- 
quently  at  a  time  when  the  good 
opinion  of  this  deceitful  remedy 
muft  naturally  occafion  a  frequent 
ufe  of  it,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
thofe  brave  people  who  deferve  every 
thing  from  us  that  can  be  done  to 

O  ^  /  - 

fave  them.  The  firth  account  in- 
deed  was  kind  and  ‘charitable,  and 
calculated,  no  doubt,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  the  public  :  a  new  re¬ 
medy,  which  was  thought  on  many 
accounts  preferable  to  the  old  me¬ 
thod,  was  found  out}  and  it  was  ge¬ 
nerous  to  acquaint  the  world  with 
every  circuipftance  relating  to  it:  but 
as  on  farther  trials  it  had  often 
proved  unfuccefsful,  why  fhould 
not  the  public  be  told  of  this  like- 
wife  ?  would  it'  not  have  been  as 
kind  and  charitable,  nay  would  it 
not  have  been  more  fo,  as  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  a  too  great  confidence  in 
,  this 
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this  remedy  has,  and  muft  necef- 
farily  very  often,  be  productive  of 
death  itfelf  ? 

I  cannot  finifh  this  letter  with¬ 
out  taking  notice  of  an  unhappy 
notion  which  too  many  people  en¬ 
tertain,  That  they  cannot  oblige  the 
public  more,  than  by  giving  them 
an  account  of  their  furpriftng  and 
aim  oft  miraculous  cures  ;  when,  on 
the  contrary,  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
that  they  would  rather  acquaint  us 
where  they  have  unexpectedly  fail’d  : 
and  as  a  fea- chart  can  no  ways  be 
efteemed  complete,  unlefs  it  con¬ 
tains  an  accurate  defcription  of 
every  rock  and  fhoal  which  makes 
its  navigation  dangerous ;  fo  like- 
wife  an  author  fhould  take  care  to 
relate  impartially  every  circumftance 
which  can  any  way  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  the  art,  and 
acquaint  us  equally  with  the  bad  as 
well  as  with  the  good  fuccefs  he  has 
met  with  in  his  practice :  this  would 

H  not 
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not  only  put  him  above  any  fufpi- 
cion  of  felfifh  views,  but  would 
likewife  be  of  the  greateft  utility  to 
mankind,  for  • .  / 

Ex  Icedentibus  &  juvantibus  jit  ju¬ 
dicium. 


I  am,  Sir,  ;yours,  &C. 


JiJ ark- lane , 
March  izy  1757. 
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GEO.  NEALE. 


